The phosphate transport system of enteropathogenic Escherichia coli is involved in adherence to the host.
Evaluation of: Ferreira GM, Spira B: The pst operon of enteropathogenic Escherichia coli enhances bacterial adherence to epithelial cells. Microbiology 154(7), 2025-2036 (2008). Enteropathogenic Escherichia coli (EPEC) colonization of the human intestinal epithelium constitutes a complex, two-stage process, which involves multiple virulence factors that are expressed in response to numerous environmental signals. Ferreira and Spira present evidence that the phosphate transport system is involved in regulating EPEC colonization in a novel manner that does not appear to involve inorganic phosphate sensing.